
Invocation

L: We gather in the name of God, the Creator of Light; + Jesus, the Light of the World; and the Holy Spirit, the Light who illumines our path.

C: Amen.

Confession

L: In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and actions contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.  [Silence.]  God of Love and Light,

C: We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be.  We shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own sins hidden in the dark.  We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and judgmental.  We inflame others by lashing out in anger.  We go through our days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt.  We let our witness become a smoldering ember until it dies out completely.

     Forgive us Jesus, the Everlasting Light.  Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.  Teach us to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and healing.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen.

L: God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all.  If we walk in the light as God is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin.  

C: Amen.

Advent/Christmas Kyrie

Lord, have mercy on your people.  

Christ have mercy on us.

Shine your light into our darkness.

Fill us with your holy love.

Be our strength in times of trouble.

Set us free from chains that bind.

Breathe new life into our spirits.

Purify our hearts and minds.

Kyrie eleison.  

Christe eleison.

Heal all conflicts between nations.

Teach us how to live as one.

Show us how to love our neighbor.

Run to those who cry for help.

Word made flesh who lives among us.

Christ, our Lord, Emmanuel.

[WORDS: David Eck, Copyright ©2011.  TUNE: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus]

Advent/Christmas Glory to God

Glory be to God on high, peace, goodwill to all the earth.

Let us sing a joyful song to the Christ, the Living Word.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Love has come to dwell with us.  Light now shines on everyone.

Hope has lifted up our hearts.  Joy has made, in us, a home.

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo.

[WORDS: David Eck,  Copyright ©2011.  TUNE: Angels We Have Heard on High]

Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray,

C: God of Light, our world is a very dark place.  Therefore, we offer the gifts our ourselves, our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world aglow with your loving presence.  May our offerings continue to shine brightly before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you.  We ask this in the name of Christ.  Amen.

Great Thanksgiving

L: The Lord is with you.

C: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

L: At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.   God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  In ancient times God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  The priests of old also kept a perpetual fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be extinguished.

     Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, became flesh and lived among us.  We have seen his glory shining in our world, full grace and truth.  Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it.  With our lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to God, the Everlasting Light.

C: Amen.

Advent/Christmas Holy Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy One, God of power, God of might.

Heav'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed, blessed, is the one who comes,

Blessed, blessed, in the name of God.

[WORDS: adapted from liturgy by David Eck.  TUNE: Bring a Torch Jeanette Isabella]

AdventChristmas Lamb of God

O Lamb of God you take away our sin;

Have mercy on us, give us your peace.

Prepare us to receive your grace

And teach us how to follow your ways.

Rejoice, Rejoice, Emmanuel

Has come to you, O Israel.

[WORDS: David Eck, Copyright ©2011.  TUNE: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel]

Post Communion Prayer

L: Jesus, our bright Morning Star, we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the bread and wine of your Supper.  May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places of our world with your love, justice and peace.  We ask this in your holy name.

C: Amen.


