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Pastor’s Column 
     Several weeks ago, I attended the Festival of 
Homiletics in Atlanta, GA which is sponsored by Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary. I spent the week listening to and 
learning from teachers and preachers from many 
different denominations including Lutherans, UCC, 
Methodists and American Baptists. The theme for this 
year's gathering was "Prophetic Preaching in a Time of 
Change" which resonated strongly with all of us who 
attended. One of my favorite speakers from the 
conference was Bishop Yvette Flunder who is the pastor 
of City of Refuge UCC. Her topic was "Passivity 
Producing Eschatology" which sounds a lot more 
complex than it actually is.
     PPT teaches us the we need to accept our situation in 
life, no matter how dire it is, and wait for Jesus to return 
to set things right. When this happens, the wicked will get 
theirs and the weary will be at rest. PPT is dangerous 
because it teaches us this world is meant to be endured, 
not enjoyed. The only celebration we really get is when 
we go to heaven.  [con't. p.2] 

Brats, Burgers & Beer 

Our annual church cook-out 
at Pastor Dave and Gary's 
house will be Sun, June 5th, 
5:00pm. Burgers, brats and 
beverages will be provided. 
Please bring a side dish, 
salad or dessert to share. 
Pastor Dave promises to 
light up the fire pit so come 
out for a wonderful evening 
of food and fellowship. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                                Apr 2016                      
Income                    $11,379,84 
Expenses                    -9,663.12   
Net Income             +$1716.12 

YTD Net Income (Jan-Apr) =          
- $28.56 

NOTE: Thanks to your 
generosity, April was an 
amazing month. We made up 
the loses we had in January 
and February. Thank you for 
your support of ASLC! 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman

ASLC NEWS 
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[from p.1] As Bishop Plunder put it "It's hard 
to teach people about a justice-loving God 
that is also vengeful." Consequently, PPT 
reinforces an endless cycle of "God is 
happy because we are obedient. We 
become disobedient. God gets mad. God 
punishes us. We repent. God is happy with 
us again."
     We see this cycle repeated in the Old 
Testament time and image again, but Jesus 
brings a new understanding of how God 
operates in our world. At the beginning of 
his ministry, he went to the synagogue in 
Nazareth, unrolled the scroll of Isaiah, and 
read the following, "The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives, and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the 
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of 
the Lord's favor." [Lk 4:18-19]
     Then he rolled up the scroll and said 
"Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing."  
     As I think about Jesus' words, I am 
reminded that the Kingdom or reign of God 
is among us NOW. It's not something 
reserved for the sweet by and by. Jesus is 
fulfilling Isaiah by doing the work of justice, 
peacemaking and bridge building. He calls 
us to do the same. In case, we failed to 
understand what this means Luke gives us 
Jesus' Sermon on the Plain in chapter six 
where he tells us to do things like love our 
enemies, do good to those who hate us, 
bless those who curse us, turn the other 
cheek, and refrain from judging others.
     With this in mind we have a new model 
for "eschatology," i.e. living life in the end of 
times. It includes continuing the work Jesus 
began. Bishop Fluter put it this way "How 
should we look at the second coming of 
Jesus?—Don't look up and wait but look in 
and receive it! We bring the kingdom here. 
It ain't coming if we don't bring it!"
[con't p.3]

Big Red Box 

The big red box for the NON-YARD SALE is 
in the narthex. Please consider giving a 
monetary donation in place of having our 
annual yard sale this year. It will be there for 
the remainder of June. Thank you!

Summer Yard Projects 

Pastor Dave has a few yard projects 
planned for this summer. These include 
repainting the ramp, painting the spokes on 
the bridge, and cleaning the mold from the 
front of the church. We will keep you posted 
but, in the meantime, if you can donate a 
morning or afternoon, please let him know 
and he will stare you toward a project.

2nd Primary Election 

Don't forget that ASLC is a voting site on 
June 7th. Make sure you make time that day 
to vote. The decisions we make will affect 
our State so don't make excuses. Get out 
and vote!!

Special Celebrations 

We have two special celebrations at ASLC 
during the month of June. Pastor Dave will 
officiate at Amy Barrett's wedding on 
Saturday, June 25. We will also have a 
baptism of one of Vicki Roome's grandkids 
on Sunday, June 26.

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays
Linda Butera 14
Eldon Thomas 20

Anniversaries
Jim & Leah Usedom 6/21/1981
Pastor Dave & Gary Mitchell         6/22/1996
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 [from p.2] In reflecting on our current situation in the 
US where Christians feel justified to hate their 
neighbors and legislate discrimination to reinforce their 
beliefs, Bishop Flunder said prophetically, "How in the 
world do we come to a point where we hate people 
and say we serve a loving God?"
     I ordered a recording of her lecture, along with a 
few others I thought you might find interesting. I will let 
you know when they are available for you to borrow 
from the church.
     In closing I offer you this insightful definition of hope 
from St. Augustine. It is what we need to hear in times 
such as these when we feel hopeless and pessimistic 
about the future: "Hope has two beautiful daughters. 
Their names are anger and courage; anger at the way 
things are, and courage to see that they do not remain 
the way they are."
    I believe the kingdom of God is coming us now, and 
we must all answer the call to reveal it and embody it 
wherever we can!

Blessings, Pastor Dave

P.S. I will be on vacation from June 30—July 25. I have 
two wonderful preachers lined up for you in my 
absence. Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons and Nativity 
Lutheran will cover all pastoral emergencies during this 
time since I will be in Australia! They can be reached at 
684-0352.

Thanks to Gary Mitchell for decorating our sanctuary in 
style for Pentecost!


