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Pastor’s Column 
     On that day, when evening had come, Jesus said to 
them, "Let us go across to the other side." And leaving 
the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, 
just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so 
that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in 
the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up 
and said to him, "Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?" He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said 
to the sea, "Peace! Be still" Then the wind ceased, and 
there was a dead calm. He said to them, "Why are you 
afraid? Have you still no faith?" And they were filled with 
great awe and said to one another, "Who then is this, that 
even the wind and the sea obey him?" [Mt 4:35-41, 
NRSV]
     There is a name for the two skin conditions I'm 
currently struggling with: pruritus and folliculitis. Honestly, 
I wouldn't wish it on even my worst enemy. My daily 
routine, my new normal at least for the next month, 
involves getting up at around 5 am  [con't. p.2]            

Annual Congregation 
Meeting 

Our annual congregation 
meeting to approve Church 
Council members and 
whatever other business we 
need to address as a church 
will be held don Sun, July 
17, 11:00am. The annual 
report will be made 
available for you to 
download later that week 
after Pastor Dave returns 
from vacation. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                                May 2016                      
Income                       $9,566.15 
Expenses                    -8,717.34   
Net Income               +$848.81 

YTD Net Income (Jan-May) =          
+ $820.25 

NOTE: Thanks to your 
generosity, May was another 
amazing month. Don't forget 
that church expenses continue 
while you are on vacation this 
summer. Thank you for your 
generous support of ASLC! 

      Sincerely, Bob Lierman

ASLC NEWS 
United in Christ.  Welcoming All.
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[from p.1] because the itching wakes me 
up. I take the coolest shower I can stand 
and wash with a special soap. I pat myself 
dry and slather CeraVe cream all over my 
body from head to toe, along with whatever 
other special creams my dermatologist 
prescribed. Then I head downstairs, grab a 
cup of coffee, and take my meds. I spend a 
few hours working on sermon prep, 
bulletins, correspondences, etc.
     When Gary wakes up, we go grab 
breakfast and I press through as much of 
the day as possible until I can't keep my 
eyes open any longer. I take a power nap 
and then it's on to hospital visitation or 
whatever other work I need to do in my 
pastoral ministry. Throughout the day, when 
the itching ramps up, I lay cold wash cloths 
all over my body and sit in front of a fan. 
This is actually the most heavenly thing I do 
to care for my skin condition and provides 
me with the greatest relief. Thankfully, there 
are moments when the itching stops 
completely and I cherish it when it happens. 
Most of the time I just have to resist the 
urge to scratch myself because this only 
makes the condition worse.
     I don't mean to bore you with all the gory 
details but it is always cathartic for me to 
write as a way of exorcising whatever 
demons I'm dealing with in my life and in 
the lives of others. And before you give me 
any sagely advice, medical tips, etc. please 
know this: 1.) I cherish every prayer and 
word of encouragement you can give me. 
2.) I trust my doctor to provide excellent 
care for this condition, and 3.) I don't 
believe God is punishing me for some 
transgression I've committed, but I am 
determined to learn something from this 
struggle.
     This brings me to the story of Jesus 
calming the sea. How I wish Jesus would 
just speak the words "Peace, be still" and 
the itching would cease and my skin would 
experience a dead calm. [con't. p.3]       

Summer Yard Projects 

Pastor Dave has a few yard projects 
planned for this summer. These include 
repainting the ramp, painting the spokes on 
the bridge, and cleaning the mold from the 
front of the church. We will keep you posted 
but, in the meantime, if you can donate a 
morning or afternoon, please let him know 
and he will stare you toward a project.

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Birthdays
Gary Mitchell   1
Terry Sams   2
Patrick Sweitzer 14
Jason Kindel 15
Nancy Albright 19

Anniversaries
No anniversaries this month.

If we do not have your birthday and/or 
anniversary, please give them to Pastor 
Dave so we can include them next year!

Season of Creation 

During the month of September we are 
going to do something different by observing 
an alternative lectionary called the Season 
of Creation. This new set of reading allows 
us to focus on our relationship with both the 
Creator and creation itself. Check out their 
web site: www.seasonofcreation.com

Pritchard Park Breakfast 

Our next Pritchard Park Breakfast to feed 
the homeless will be Sunday, Aug 14. A sign 
up sheet is in the narthex for donations of 
food and to volunteer on the day of the 
event. We will assemble the breakfast on 
Saturday, Aug 13, at 10:00am.
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[from p.2]  However, I have come to realize that the peace 
I seek these days needs to come from within.  
     Jesus does not promise we will have smooth sailing 
every day of our lives. In fact, he told his disciples that 
God "makes the sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unright- 
eous."  [Mt 5:45]  We will all face storms that leave us 
trembling in fear. However, I believe that Jesus promises 
us that he will still the storms within when the storms 
without cannot be silenced.
     I'm not one those disciples in the boat who scream to 
Jesus, "Do you not care that we are perishing?" I believe 
that Jesus cares about all of our hurts and fears. He 
promises to see us through the most tempestuous seas. 
Therefore, the way forward, as I cope with this disease, is 
to turn within and find respite in what St. Paul calls "the 
peace of God which surpasses all understanding." [Phil 
4:7]
     I may be rambling a bit, but I am a little sleep deprived 
these days! My word of encouragement to all who read 
this is that no matter what storms you are currently facing 
have the faith that Jesus is with you in the boat. You're 
not being punished. You've not done something to 
displease God. Life happens. Sometimes it's wonderful 
and amazing. Other times it scary and frustrating. But 
through it all, never forget that you are God's beloved. 
Jesus is with you no matter what the weather conditions 
are like in your life or in our world!

Blessings, Pastor Dave

Pastor Dave on Vacation 

Pastor Dave will be on vacation from June 30—July 15. 
Rev. Brenda Lewis, who preached in my absence is back 
for the two weeks I'm gone so you're in very capable 
hands.  Pastor Mark Fitzsimmons and Nativity Lutheran 
will cover all pastoral emergencies during this time since I 
will be in Australia! They can be reached at 684-0352. 
Jen Ownbey has the church cell phone and will monitor 
all calls made to the church.


