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Pastor’s Column 
"It is better to light one candle than to curse the 
darkness." —Confucius

The death of nine people by a lone gunman after a 
prayer meeting at Emmanuel AME Zion Church in 
Charleston this past month, shook many of us to the 
core. It touched on issues of racism, mental illness, and a 
culture that produced such a troubled young man.  It also 
served as a reminder that no place, including the church, 
is safe from violence.  

How do we respond to such a tragedy?  Some find 
comfort in prayer vigils and candle lighting.  Others write 
columns for print media and blogs tories which analyze 
the tragedy and call us to action.  However, my biggest 
fear is that once all the candles are extinguished and 
journalists run out of words to say NOTHING WILL 
HAPPEN. We might take the Confederate Flag down 
from the South Carolina state capital but in the next few 
weeks some other tragedy will capture out attention and 
our collective amnesia will kick in once again.  [con't. p.2]

�1

Blue Ridge Rollergirls 

Pastor Dave & Jen Ownbey are 
planning an ASLC outing to see 
the Blue Ridge Rollergirls on 
Saturday, July 11, 7:00pm.  If 
you'd like to go, please contact 
Pastor Dave by July 5th so he 
can buy the rickets in advance 
at a discount.  It's a fun evening 
out and 10% of all profits are 
donated to a local charity. 

Summer Schedule 

Don't forget we are on our 
Summer Schedule through 
Labor Day weekend with 
worship at 10:00am.  There is 
no Sunday School during the 
summer months. 

Treasurer’s Report 

                               May 2015                      
Income                    $11,369.45     
Expenses                    -8,792.28 
Net Income             +$2,577,17 

May was a fantastic month for 
giving.  Thank you for your 
generous support! 

 Sincerely, Doris Wright 

ASLC NEWS 
United in Christ.  Welcoming All.
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[con’t fro p.1] The reason this collective 
amnesia happens is that it's easier to try and 
forget the darkness that exists in our society 
than to shine a light on it.  It's easier to bury 
our heads in the sand and hope things will get 
better.  However, things will not get better if 
we don't do something to change the systems 
and ideologies that have produced so much 
violence in our society.

I'm not sure yet what I can personally do to 
help make things better for my African-
American brothers and sisters.  But I do know 
that ignoring the situation is no longer an 
option. Let's do some soul searching together 
as a community of faith in the coming months 
and see what "candles" we can light in the 
midst of this dark and violent world.

Blessings, Pastor Dave
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Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, July 19th, 11:00am, we will have 
our annual congregational meeting after 
worship.  We will distribute the Annual 
Report plus elect officers.  Here is the 
slate of candidates for Church Council:

President - John Corkran
VicePresident - Harold Sweitzer
Secretary - Jen Ownbey
Treasurer - Bob Lierman
Outreach - Joe Langley
Stewardship - Tom Radle, Paul Knapp
Family Life - Sue Hebb

Adopt a Flower Bed 

Our beloved gardens could use some 
love, just like the ones we have at home.  
If you can spare an hour or two, please let 
Pastor Dave know and he'll assign you a 
gardening task.  Thank you!

Habitat for Humanity Lunch and 
Volunteer Schedule 

ASLC will be serving lunch to the 
volunteers working on the Lutheran 
Habitat House on Tuesday, Aug 4th.  
Pastor Dave is co-ordinating this lunch so 
please see him if you'd like to lend a hand.  
Furthermore, the list for volunteers who'd 
like to work on the house is in the narthex. 

No Meetings in July 

Church Council and Committees do not 
meet in July.  Enjoy the time off!  The new 
Council begins in August!

(Pictures on the left are from Burgers, 
Brats & Beer @ Pastor Dave and Gary's 
house.  A great time was had by all!)
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Birthdays 

Gary Mitchell   1
Terry Sams   2
Patrick Sweitzer 14
Jason Kindel 15
Nancy Albright 19
Art Blue 22

Anniversaries
None this month

If your birthday or anniversary is missing from 
this list, please give it to Pastor Dave so we 
can include it next year.  Thanks!

Pritchard Park Breakfast  

Save the date!  Sunday, August 9th will be our 
next Pritchard Park Breakfast.  There will be a 
sign up sheet in the narthex to donate food 
and/or volunteer.  We will prep the breakfast 
on Saturday, Aug 8th, 10:00am.

Memorials for Judi Rivers and Linda 
Burgin 

Thank you to the family and friends of Judi 
Rivers and Linda Burgin who gave memorial 
gifts to the church.  This coming September 
(it's tough to plant bushes in the summer) 
we''re going to plant new bushes in memory 
of Judi along the side of the driveway where 
all the trees were cut down.  We will also plant 
a tree in memory of Linda Burgin that will 
replace the one close to the parking lot that is 
dying.  It's going to be a beautiful river birch 
which is known for it's ability to support many 
species of wildlife.


